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SUBJ: POPE'S FUNERAL: ADDRESS TO FOREIGN DELEGATIONS 

RF : ROME 14940 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS WAS MADE BY CARDINAL CARLO CONFA- 
LONIERI, DEAN OF THE SACRED COLLEGE OF CARDINALS, AT THE VATICAN 
CEREMONY, AUGUST 13, FOR THE PRESENTATION OF CONDOLENCES 
TO THE SACRED COLLEGE BY FOREIGN DELEGATIONS TO THE FUNERAL 
OF POPE PAUL VI, WHICH INCLUDED TH U.S. DELEGATION HEADED BY 
FIRST LADY ROSALYNN CARTER. 

QUOTE YOUR EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, HAVING HEARD THE 
GREETINGS AND THE PRSONAL CONDOLENCES OF ACH OF YOUR DELEGATIONS, 
I WISH, IN THE NAME OF MY BROTHERS OF THE SACRED COLLEGE, 

TO EXPRESS TO EACH OF YOU TOGETHER WHAT WOULD BE DIFFICULT 
TO EXPRESS TO EACH OF YOU INDIVIDUALLY. BY YOUR PRESENCE 
YESTERDAY EVENING AT THE FUNERAL OF OUR SOVEREIGN PONTIFF, 

WHOM WE MOURN, YOU CAME TO PAY YOUR RESPECTS TO THAT GREAT POPE, 
THE RESPECTS OF YOUR COUNTRIS OR THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS THAT YOU REPRESENT, WITNESSING YOUR SYMPATHY 
AND SHARING IN THE GRIEF OF THE HOLY SEE AND OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. WE ARE DEEPLY TOUCHED. AND WE XPRESS TO YOUR OUR DEEP 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ROME 15045 17 1307Z 

APPRECIATION. WHICH YOU IN TURN MIGHT EXPRESS AS WELL TO THE 
AUTHORITIES WHOM YOU REPRESENT. 

WE KNOW THE RESPECT THAT YOU FELT FOR IS HOLINESS, POPE PAUL 
VI, BECAUSE OF HIS OPENESS TO THE GREAT PROBLEMS OF OUR TIMES, 

HIS DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR MISSION, HIS UNLIMITED EFFORTS 
FOR JUSTICE, PEACE AND LEARNING AMONG PEOPLES. HE NEVER ACCPTED 
MISERY, INJUSTICE OR VIOLENCE, EVN LESS SO IN THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES 
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THAT DEGRADED MORALITY, NOR IN ATHEISM. HE WAS A GREAT CREDIT 
TO MANKIND: PRESUMING THE GOOD WILL OF THOSE WHOM HE DEALTWITH, 
IMPLORING FOR THEM THE GRACE OF GOD; HE THOUGHT THEM ABLE 
TO FAC THE SERIOUS QUESTIONS OF OUR TIME, RMAINING FAITHFUL 
TO THE CREATOR'S DESIGN. FOR THOSE WHO WISHED TO FOCUS 
CONSIDERATION ONLY ON THIS ASPECT, HE PARTICIPATED AS A MEMBER 
OF TH INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. BUT IN FACT, HE SPOKE AND INTERVENED 
ALSO AND IMMEDIATELY AS A MAN OF GOD, AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
MILLIONS OF FAITHFULCATHOLICS, EXPRESSING THE EXPERIENCES OF THE 
CHURCH. HE DID THIS, MINDFUL OF YOUR COMPETENCES AND RESPONSIBILITIES, 

BUT HIS ROLE WAS INDEED THAT FAVORING STIRRING UP OF CONSCIENCE 
AMONG SOULS AND IN PUBLIC OPINION. BRIEFLY, HE WISHD TO ACT 
AS A WITNESS OF THE GOEPEL. 

WE THANK YOU FOR THE RESPECT FOR AND CONFIDENCE IN HIS PERSON 
THAT YOU YOURSELVES, YOUR GOVERNMENTS, YOUR INSTITUTIONS, 

YOUR FELLOW-CITIZENS HAVE SHOWN. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE INTEREST 
EXPRESSED IN HIS MESSAGES. THANK YOU, TODAY, FOR YOUR SYMPATHY 
WHICH IS A COMFORT TO US. WE THANK YOU FOR THE FIDELITY THAT 
YOU WILL MAINTAIN FOR THE SUCCESSOR OF PAUL VI, TO THE HOLY SEE 
AND TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WHICH WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE PEOPLE 
BY INSPIRING THEM THROUGH THE GOSPEL AND THE EXAMPLE OF OUR BELOVED 
PONTIFF. END QUOTE. 

2. COMMENT: THE PRESENCE OF DELEGATIONS FROM 101 COUNTRIES 

AND EIGHT INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AT THE STATE FUNERAL AUGUST 
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12 AND PARTICULALRLY THE CONDOLENCE CEREMONY AT THE PAPAL PALACE 
WHERE OVER 100 CARDINALS HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH THE 
DELEGATIONS CONFIRMED THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF TH POPE.THE HOLY 
SEE, THE VATICAN AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
ARENA AND HAS BEEN WIDELY INTERPRETED AS A REMINDER TO THE CARDINAL 
ELECTORS THAT DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE SHOULD BE AMONG THE CRITERIA 
TO BE CONSIDERED IN CHOOSING A NEW POPE.HOLMES 
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